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Further Manuscripts of Higden’s Polychronicon

In 1999 Lynda Dennison and Nicholas Rogers​[1]​ noted the existence of 132 copies of Ranulf Higden’s Polychronicon.​[2]​ We note below a further fifteen manuscripts, or fragments of once complete manuscripts, previously unrecorded.  A further two such manuscripts have moved since they were listed by A.S.G. Edwards in 1978; they are given once more, with their new locations.  In addition, we note sixteen manuscripts that contain selections from the Polychronicon.  All manuscripts are written on parchment unless otherwise stated.  Where fragments of or excerpts from the Polychronicon form a distinct part within a manuscript that contains other items, the folio range is given in brackets after the foliation.

Complete Manuscripts and Fragments Thereof
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, MS Brogyntyn II. 24 (olim MS Porkington 40): ff. 317.
Cambridge, University Library, MS Add. 3392: ff. 158 (ff. 155r-158v).​[3]​ 
Cambridge, Christ’s College, MS 13 (olim MS Rouse 258): paper, ff. 57 (imperfect).​[4]​
Chicago, IL, Newberry Library, MS 33.1 (olim MS Phillipps 1049): ff. 142.​[5]​ 

Columbia, SC, University of South Carolina, RBSC Early MS 61 (olim MS Dyson Perrins): ff. 336.​[6]​
London, British Library, MS Cotton Otho D I: ff. 238 (ff. 32r-195v). 
London, British Library, MS Sloane 1776: ff. 94 (imperfect; includes continuation).
London, British Library, MS Add. 62451 (olim MS Bradfer-Lawrence 12): ff. 288.​[7]​
New Haven, CT, Beinecke Library, MS Osborn fa. 51: paper, ff. 379.​[8]​
Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Lawn s.n. (olim Brian Lawn MS 21): ff. 74 (imperfect).​[9]​
Philadelphia, PA, Bryn Mawr College Library, MS Gordan 64 (olim New York, P.G. and J.D. Gordan Jr MS 64): ff. 182.​[10]​
Provo, UT, Brigham Young University, Harold B. Lee Library, MS 091 H534: ff. 247.
Tokyo, Takamiya MS 43 (now New Haven, CT, Beinecke Library deposit): ff. 206.​[11]​
Urbana, IL, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Pre-1650 MS 132: ff. 163 (imperfect).​[12]​

Vatican City, Bibliotheca Apostolica, MS Reg. lat 731.
Warminster, Longleat MS 50: ff. 147.
Warminster, Longleat MS 51: ff. 228.

Excerpts
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, MS 17430B.​[13]​ 
Cambridge, King’s College, MS 43 (roll).​[14]​  
Canterbury, Cathedral Library, MS Lit. D. 16 (58): paper, ff. 124 (ff. 110r-123v).​[15]​ 
Canterbury, Cathedral Library, MS Add. 68: ff. 101 (ff. 44v-49r).​[16]​
Dublin, Trinity College MS 516: (ff. 49r-53v, 56r-75v, 112v).​[17]​
Durham, University Library, MS V. iii. 19: ff. 20 (includes continuation).​[18]​
London, British Library, MS Cotton Otho C XVI: ff. 102 (ff. 1r-26r, includes continuation).
London, British Library, MS Cotton Vitellius D XII: ff. 1r-28r (includes continuation).
London, British Library, MS Royal 13 A XVII: ff. 9r-68v.​[19]​ 
London, British Library, MS Sloane 289, ff. 1r-59v.​[20]​
London, Gray’s Inn, MS 9, ff.129r-147r (interpolated with extracts from other texts).​[21]​ 
London, Lambeth Palace, MS 99: ff. 158r-86r.​[22]​ 
Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale, MS lat. 4126: ff. 120v-132v.​[23]​
San Marino, CA, Huntington Library, MS 19960 (olim MS Phillipps 11301), ff. 179.​[24]​
San Marino, CA, Huntington Library, MS HM 48570: f. 1r.​[25]​
Tokyo, Takamiya MS s.n. (now New Haven, CT, Beinecke Library deposit): paper, ff. 97.​[26]​
	
Untraced
F. S. Ellis, Catalogue of Old and Rare Books, no. 190: no. 145: Higden, MS on paper, ff. 320 (£84).
Ellis, Catalogue of Rare Books, no. 208: no. 245: MS on vellum, ff. 141 (£75): this may be the same as Sotheby’s, 19-22 June 1922, lot 618 (£22 to Ellis).

In addition, it should be noted that passages from John Trevisa’s translation of Higden appear in Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, MS 3041, on pp. 213-14, 216 and that this work is paraphrased on pp. 405-6; see William Marx, The Index of Middle English Prose, Handlist XIV: Manuscripts in the National Library of Wales (Cambridge, 1999), pp. 10, 13.
Corrigendum to Taylor
For ‘London, Inner Temple, MS 511-15’ read ‘511.5’. 
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